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THE RESEARCH ISSUE
GMHC Roundtable
HIV-Positive Lesbian
Research Interview

flfflflu interview was done with three HIV+
""iesbians. We arc not using anyeme's name

in the interview, because people were wor-
ried about the impact k could have on them,
their kids or on the research studies they are
participating in.

sr

So, is it important to research
lesbians that are HIV+?
LESBIAN #1:1 think it's important if
they're gc|ng to find out something new,
something different and they're not just
asking questions that get them off. I
mean, like if there is HIV transmission
woman to woman, that would really
interest me. Some people say yes, some
people say no, some people say they
don't know. I think maybe there are

I questions that can be helpful for le>bian<-
* that are coming out.

There alot of different reaons to be a
part of any research project, right?
So what were some of all of your
reasons to participate?
LESBIAN # 1: At the time of the study I
first got involved with, I heard about it

through word of mouth, and I was alone
and I had to feed my kids, and if they
were offering a study that gave money, I
went in there blindly and it got me a few
meals, you know, during the week.It was
good for me, that's why I did it.
LESBIAN # 2: You know, I respect your
reason and 1 can relate t< > that because,
uni know, as a mother, we'd do anything
to feed our kids, and we've all been
there. But now that I'm living in a sober
state of mind, now that I'm feeling in
control, I just couldn't do it.

Have you ever felt like the studies
were the only way you could get
medical care?
LESBIAN #3 : Yes.
LESBIAN # 1: Yes. The study I'm in,I go
there twice a year and 1 get money and I
get an exam. The good thing about it is
that my PAP smears are normal, because
I'm concerned about that. But under-
neath, you know, I started going for the
money. ^

Given that part of where alot of g
research happens is in vulnerable ,E
communities, what do you think -̂
women and people of color and poor §
people need to do to see that the <%

continued on page 12 ^


