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EDUCATION 
Ph.D., Political Science, University of Chicago 
 ·United States Institute of Peace- Peace Scholar Dissertation Fellowship 
 ·MacArthur Foundation Council for Advanced Study of Peace & International Cooperation 
Fellowship 
 ·Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Fellowship, U.S. Department of Education 
M.A., International Relations, Honors, University of Chicago 

1994-2000

 
1990-1992

 
B.A., Russian Studies, Honors, University of Pennsylvania            1986-1990 
University of Michigan, Summer Program in Quantitative Methods of Social Research, ICPSR      2001 
Certificate, Moscow Institute of Steel & Alloys, ACTR Advanced Russian Language Program     1993 
 
EXPERIENCE 
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Columbia University       Spring 2009 
 
Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Politics, New York University    Fall 2008-Spring 2009 
 
Assistant Professor, University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL (tenure-track)          2002-2008 

 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Harvard University, Davis Center for Russian & Eurasian Studies         2005-2006 

·Won national fellowship and received sabbatical from University of Miami to complete book  
·Moderated symposium discussion with Russian scholars: “Russia’s Future” 
·Presented research to Post-Communist Politics and Economics Workshop 
 

Visiting Fellow, University of Notre Dame, Kroc Institute for International Peace          2001-2002 
  ·Won national fellowship to support research on Islam and nationalism in Tatarstan 

·Organized and moderated seminar on “Russia, Central Asia and the U.S. after 9/11”  
 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, Columbia University, The Harriman Institute           2000-2001 

·One of four U.S. recipients of national fellowship to develop scholarly research on Russia   
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Book:  
Constructing Ethnic Grievance: The Rise and Decline of Ethnic Nationalism in Russia, Forthcoming, 
Cornell University Press. 
 
Articles: 
“Secessionism from the Bottom-Up: Democratization, Nationalism, and Local Accountability in the 
Russian Transition,” World Politics 58 (January 2006). 
 
“Islamic Identity and Political Mobilization in Russia: Chechnya and Dagestan Compared,” Nationalism 
and Ethnic Politics, 11, no. 2, Summer 2005. 
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“Ethnicity, Exchange and Economic Outcomes in the Soviet Union and Russia,” Revise and Resubmit, 
Post-Soviet Affairs. 
 
“Theorizing Ethno-Nationalist Mobilization in Russia” Lead chapter in Re-Bounding Identities in Russia 
and Ukraine, Blair Ruble, Dominique Arel, eds. Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006. 

“Who Determines the Self in the Politics of Self-Determination? Identity and Preference Formation in 
Tatarstan’s Nationalist Mobilization,” Comparative Politics, April 2000. 
 
Book Review of Fragmented Space in the Russian Federation, Blair Ruble, Jodi Koehn, and Nancy 
Popson, eds. in Nationalism and Ethnic Politics vol. 9, no. 3, 2004. 

“Do Grievances Matter in Nationalist Mobilization? Evidence from Russia” In preparation for submission 
to 
Comparative Political Studies 
 
GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS 
2005,2002 The Kennan Institute, Woodrow Wilson Center, In-residence Research Fellowship (declined) 
2004   American Political Science Association, Small Research Grant (for research in Russia) 
2004   International Research & Exchange Board, Short-Term Travel Grant (for research in Russia) 
2003, 2001 The Kennan Institute, Woodrow Wilson International Center, Short-term Summer Grant  
1999-00 United States Institute of Peace, Peace Scholar Dissertation Fellowship 
1998-99 Mellon Foundation-University of Chicago Dissertation Year Fellowship 
1997-98    MacArthur Foundation Council for the Advanced Study of Peace and International 
Cooperation 
     Dissertation Fellowship, University of Chicago 
1997, 1998 Grodzin Prize for original course design, Department of Political Science, University of 
Chicago 
1997  Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Fellowship, U.S. Department of Education 
1996  Mellon Pre-Dissertation Summer Research Grant, University of Chicago 
1993  Title VIII U.S. State Dept. Grant for Study in Russia, American Council of Teachers of 
Russian 
 
TEACHING 
Columbia University, Department of Political Science       2009 

·Secession in Domestic and International Perspective 
 
New York University, Department of Politics, M.A. Program in Politics            2008-09 

·Nationalism 
·The Politics of Russia &CIS 
Advisor for student M.A. theses 

 
University of Miami, Assistant Professor 
 ·Ethnic Conflict, Nationalism and Secession (senior seminar) 
 ·International Relations (mid-level course for political science majors) 
 ·Post-Soviet Politics (mid-level course for political science majors) 
 ·Russian and Central Asian Politics (senior seminar) 
 ·Introduction to World Politics (introductory course for political science majors and for honors 
students) 
 
University of Chicago 
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 The Graham School of General Studies, Instructor 
  ·The Russian Transition (seminar in school of continuing education) 
 The College, Teaching Assistant 
  ·Power (freshman seminar on classic texts of political economy) 
  ·Nationalism and International Security (course for political science majors and graduate 
students) 
 
INVITED SPEAKER (selected) 

·Columbia University-Presented at conference “The Re-Making of Identity in Russia Today”      2007 
·McGill University- Presented paper to Montreal Research Group on Ethnic Conflict       2006 
·Kennan Institute/International Research and Exchange Board- Presented paper to Regional Policy 

Symposium “EU/NATO Member States and their Eastern Borderlands” Washington DC      2006  
·Columbia University- Delivered talk to Laboratory in Comparative Ethnic Processes       2004 
·Harvard University- Delivered talk to Program on Eurasia in Transition        2004 
·Miami University (Ohio)- Delivered talk “Ethnicity and State-Building in Afghanistan”      2002 
·Colorado College- Delivered talk “Russia & Central Asia in International Affairs after 9/11”       2002 
·Harvard University- Presented paper to Post-Communist Politics and Economics Workshop      2001 
·Radio interview on ethnic politics in Russia, Voice of America         2000 
·US State Department Conference “Federalism in Russia: Is it Working?” Washington DC      1998 

 
OTHER EXPERIENCE  
Reviewer for World Politics, Comparative Politics, Journal of Politics, Problems of Post-Communism, 
Oxford 

    University Press  
 
Reviewer for American Political Science Association Small Research Grant Program      2006 
 
Founding Member, Laboratory in Comparative Ethnic Processes (LiCEP)                  2000-2007 

·Inter-university research group on ethnic conflict and mobilization   
 
Member, Organizing Committee, Annual Convention of the Assoc. for the Study of Nationalities           
2006-08 
 
Expert Witness, Citrin & Goldstein, North Miami, FL                       2004 

·Provided expert testimony in case resulting in religious asylum for Ukrainian couple 
 
Conference Organizer 

·Organized LiCEP conference at UC San Diego for political science graduate students    2005 
·“Armenians and the End of the Ottoman Empire” University of Chicago     2000 
·MacArthur Foundation CASPIC Conference “Re-Scaling the Nation-State,” University of Chicago 
1999       

 
Contributor, Workshop series “Multicultural Legacies in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus”  2002-2005 

·The Kennan Institute of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars  
           
Research Assistant for David Laitin, Department of Political Science, University of Chicago   1994-96 
 
Editorial Intern, Wilder House Center for the Study of History, Politics & Culture, Univ. of Chicago    
1995-96 

·Read and critiqued book manuscripts for Cornell University Press series on Culture and Politics 
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Consultant, International Business & Technical Consultants, Inc. (IBTCI) Moscow/Ashburn, VA        
1993-1994 

·Established and managed IBTCI office in Novgorod, Russia ($2 million USAID project) 
·Advised Novgorodian officials on privatization and small business development  
·Conceived and developed clearinghouse for commercial real estate transactions in Novgorod 
·Organized and directed Novgorod real estate seminar inviting Russian experts from Moscow/St. 

Petersburg 
·Coordinated with and reported to USAID and Russian Privatization Center officials in Moscow  
·Wrote final project report for USAID presenting results of five IBTCI consultants in five Russian 

cities 
 
Research Associate, Research Pros, Chicago, IL             1993-1994 

·Conducted research for business-to-business consulting firm 
 
Intern, American-Russian Chamber of Commerce, Chicago, IL             1993-1994  

·Planned and participated in executive business briefings and conferences 
·Provided cultural hospitality for Russian officials and business leaders visiting Chicago 
 

Intern, Parliamentarians for Global Action, New York, NY                          1990 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
University of Miami-  

Curriculum Review Committee, Political Science Department, 2007 
Advisor for senior honors theses on the following topics: 
 -second reader for senior honors thesis for student in Psychology Department, 2007 
 -Sudan, Darfur and the International Community, Political Science Department, 2006 

-privatization in Russia, Political Science Department, 2004-05 
-the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, Political Science Department, 2003-04 
-genocide in Rwanda, Political Science Department, 2003  
-secessionism in Quebec, Political Science Department, 2003 

Member of dissertation Committee, “The Political Response of Soviet Republican Leaders to the 
Challenge 

of Nationalism” International Studies Department, 2003-04 
Occasional Lecturer to undergraduate members of the Model United Nations 
Research Colloquium, Departments of Political Science and International Studies, University of 

Miami, 2006  
Search Committee, Political Science Department, University of Miami, Fall 2002 and Fall 2003 
Faculty advisor to Russian Student Organization, University of Miami 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS & PANEL DISCUSSIONS 
American Political Science Association Annual Meetings 1997-2007 
Association for the Study of Nationalities Annual Convention, Columbia University, New York, 1998-
2009 
Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism, London School of Economics, London, 2005 
Laboratory in Comparative Ethnic Processes (LiCEP), 1999-2006 
Midwest Political Science Association National Political Science Conference, Chicago, IL 2003 
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies National Convention 2000-2006 

 
 

 4



PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
Association for the Study of Nationalities 
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies 
American Political Science Association 
Laboratory in Comparative Ethnic Processes (LiCEP) 
 
LANGUAGES 
Proficient in Russian; French (reading) 
 
REFERENCES 
David Laitin, Stanford University (Chair, dissertation committee) 
Ronald Suny, University of Chicago (dissertation committee) 
Tim Frye, Columbia University 
John Padgett, University of Chicago (dissertation committee) 
Dominique Arel, University of Ottawa 
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